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Dy Grandparents Day 2003: Sept. 7

Grandparents Day was the brainchild of Marian McQuade of Fayette County, W.Va., who hoped to
persuade grandchildren to tap the wisdom and heritage of their grandparents. The first presidentia
proclamation was issued in 1978, and one has been issued each year Snce then designating the first
Sunday after Labor Day as National Grandparents Day.

" Careglvers

\. ' 5.7 million

Ty Number of grandparents who live with any of their grandchildren under 18. Most of
| these grandparents (4.5 million) maintain their own household.

<http://factfinder.census.gov/serviet/DatasstM ainPageServlet? progran=DSS& _lang=en>

2.4 million

Number of grandparents responsible for most of the basic needs (i.e.,, food, shelter, clothing) of one or
more of the grandchildren they live with. These grandparents represent 43 percent of al grandparents
who live with their grandchildren. Of these caregivers, 1.5 million are grandmothers and 900,000,
grandfathers.

<http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetM ainPageServlet? program=DSS& _lang=en>

900,000

Number of grandparents responsible for most of the basic needs of their grandchildren for at least five
years. <http://factfinder.census.gov/serviet/DatasetM ainPageServiet? program=DSS& _lang=en>



1.4 million

Number of grandparents who are in the [abor force and smultaneoudy responsble for most of the
basic needs of their grandchildren.

<http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetM ainPageServilet? program=DSS& _lang=en>

Multigenerational families
2 G 3.9 million
s/ Number of multigenerationd family households in the United States; these are families

where grandparents live under the same roof with two or more generations of
descendants. They represent 4 percent of al households.

65

Percentage of multigenerationa households in which the grandparent is the householder and lives with
their children and their grandchildren. There are 2.6 million of these households.

33
Percentage of multigenerationa households in which the grandparent lives in the home of their children
(or son- or daughter-in-law) along with their children’s children. These households number 1.3 million.

2

Percentage of multigenerationa households (78,000) that include both grandparents and grest-
grandparents, as well as children and grandchildren of the grandparents. The great-grandparents could
include parents-in-law of the grandparents.

8.2

Percentage of householdsin Hawaii that are of the multigenerationa family type. Hawali
s&.-_;% leads the nation. California (5.6 percent) and Mississippi (5.2 percent) are the only other
s ) dates that exceed 5 percent in this type of household.

1.1

Percentage of households in North Dakota made up of multigenerationa families, smalest of any Sate
in the nation. The other states with less than 2 percent are lowa, Maine, Minnesota, Montana,
Nebraska, South Dakota, VVermont, Wisconsin and Wyoming.

For more information on multigenerationd families, go to
<http://www.census.gov/Press-Rel ease/www/2001/cb01cn182.htmi>.



Grandchildren

5.6 million

Number of children living with a grandparent; these children comprise 8 percent of al
children in the United States. Of these children, 3.7 million lived in their grandparent’s
home and 1.8 million in their parent’s.

<http://mww.census.gov/Press-Rel ease/www/2003/cb03-97.html >

21

Percentage of preschoolers who are cared for primarily by their grandparents while their mother is
employed or in school. <http://Amww.census.gov/population/socdemo/chil d/ppl-168/tabH-1.pdf>

Thefollowing isalist of observances typically covered by the Census Bureau's Facts for Features series, which can
be found at <http://www.census.gov/Press-Rel ease/wwwi/factsheets.html>:

African American History Month (February) Back to School (August)

Valentine's Day (Feb. 14) Labor Day (Sept. 1)

Women’'s History Month (March) Grandparents Day (Sept. 7)

St. Patrick’s Day (March 17) Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15-Oct. 15)
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (May) Halloween (Oct. 31)

Older Americans Month (May) American Indian/Alaska Native Heritage Month
Mother's Day (May 11) (November)

Father's Day (June 15) Veterans Day (Nov. 11)

The Fourth of July (July 4) Thanksgiving Day (Nov. 27)

Anniversary of Americans with Disabilities Act (July 26) The Holiday Season (December)

Editor’s note: Some of the preceding data were collected in surveys and, therefore, are subject to sampling error.
Questions or comments should be directed to the Census Bureau’ s Public Information Office: telephone: (301)
763-3030; fax: (301) 457-3670; or e-mail: <pio@census.gov>.



